


Fiddletown and Copperopolis 

Trailing Point Spur Runaround Facing Point Spur 

Switchback 
Tail of 
Runaround 

Tail of Switchback 



Peddler Freight Switching 

• Pick ups and set outs 
• Runaround needed to work facing point spurs 
• Even trailing point tasks can be challenging 
• Blocking means ordering the cars in a train 



Blocking Local Freights 

• Usually in station order, first set out at head end 
• Dangerous and open cars with high lading away 

from engine, caboose, and each other 
• Loads ahead of empties to minimize slack action 
• Long and short cars not coupled together 
• Stock near head end to avoid slack damage 
• Reefers placed for quick set out, head or rear 
• High and wide loads visible; low car in front of 

caboose 
 



Power     Sash & Door       Elevator               Cannery     Furniture 

Ramp   Crane  Hardware  Fruit Shed          Depot           Oil Dist.  Cattle Pen 
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Fall Creek Branch Switch List 3 

Set Out 
GA      DRGW 27 F & S 1 
XM 1   PRR    84 LBR 1 

Pick Up 
XM 3  GN     46 ELV 1 
RS 1    BREX 70 FRU 1 

Off Spot 
FM 2   UP      89 MFR 2 TEM 1 

LCL FRU 

F & S ELV CAN MFR 

LBR 



Puzzle 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Train G F1 T R1 S R2 F2 X4 X1 X3 F2 R2 G 

X5 X1 X4 X3 X2 G X5 F1 T X2 R1 S X5 
R2 G F1 T R1 S R2 F2 X4 X1 X3 F2 R2 
S X5 X1 X4 X3 X2 G X5 F1 T X2 R1 S 
F2 R2 G F1 T R1 S R2 F2 X4 X1 X3 F2 
                          

F & S X2     G G     X3 X3     X2 X2 
                    G G   

ELV X3 X3 X3   X4 X4 X4           X3 
          X1 X1 X1           

CAN X1 X2 X2 X2         R2 R2 R2 X1 X1 
    X5 X5 X5 X5 R1 R1 R1 R1       

MFR X4 X4         X2 X2 X2       X4 
  F2 F2   F1 F1 F1     F2       

DRK                           
                          

ORE                           
                          

LBR       X1 X1       X5 X5 X5 X5   
                          

TEM F1     F2 F2 F2       F1 F1 F1 F1 
              G G G       

FRU R1 R1 R1               X4 X4 R1 
    R2 R2 R2                 

OIL T T       T T T     T T T 
          X3 X3             

STK   S S S       S S S S     
                          

Set Out F2: MFR2 R2: FRU2 G:   F&S1 F1: MFR2 T:   OIL R1: CAN2 S:   STK R2: CAN1 F2: MFR2 X4: FRU1 X1: CAN1 X3: ELV1 
S:   STK X5: CAN2 X1: LBR1 X4: ELV1 X3: OIL X2: MFR1 G:   TEM2 X5: LBR1 F1: TEM1 T:   OIL 1 X2: F&S1 R1: FRU1 

Pick Up F1: TEM1 X4: MFR1 X3: ELV1 X2: CAN1 G:   F&S1 X5: CAN2 F1: MFR2 T:   OIL 1 X2: MFR1 R1: CAN2 S:   STK X5: LBR1 
X1: CAN1 T:   OIL R1: FRU1 S:   STK R2: FRU2 F2: TEM1 X4: ELV1 X1: ELV2 X3: F&S1 F2: MFR2 R2: CAN1 G:   F&S2 

Re-Spot X2: CAN1 F2: TEM1 X1: ELV2 X3: F&S1 G:  F&S2 X4: MFR1 



Sources of Prototype Track 
Arrangements 

• PUC station plats, CA State Archives, ca. 1912 
• Sanborn Insurance Co. maps, public libraries, 

ca. 1950 
• SPINS (SP Industrial Numbering System), CLIC 

(SF Car Locator Identity Codes), eBay, ca. 
1980 

• Google maps satellite view, current 
• Books by John Signor (SP), Ian Wilson (CN), 

and a few others 



Selma, CA 
from SPINS 

Bennet 
Concrete 
Pipe 

Central 
Valley 
Raisin 

Albers 
Feed 

Jorgenson 
Warehouse 

Libby, 
McNeil & 
Libby 
Cannery 

West Coast 
Growers 

San Joaquin 
Blocklite 

Turkey 
Growers of 
California 

Pyramid 
Box 
Company 



Pipe               Raisins           Feed    Packing Shed                      Cannery 

Turkey Growers             Box Company 

Selma Condensed 



Vie Del 
Winery 

Sun-Maid Raisins 

Guardian Industries Corporation 
Automotive and building glass 
products 

To San 
Francisco 

To LA 

Selma in 2013 from 
Google Maps 



      Station                    Freight          Co-op   Stock    Packers         Oil Dist. 

            Lumber           Coal      Texaco       Shell               Road 

Harriston, ON from Ian Wilson 



                   Depot         Freight  Co-op  Stock    Packers 

       Lumber           Coal           Oil Distributor 

Harriston Compressed 



Warehouse  Warehouse  Dock & Derrick    Depot       Ore     Warehouse 

          Ramp and Platform                   Water Tank  Engine House  Turntable 

Angels, CA from PUC Station Plat 



Warehouse  Warehouse  Dock     Depot   Ore   Warehouse 

      Ramp & Platform   Water Tank   Engine House    Turntable 

Angels Camp Expanded 

Demarest & 
Fullen 
Foundry 



Amador Minerals    Station                                           Team 

Interpace     Owens Illinois Interchange with Amador Central     Ramp & Dock 

Ione, CA from SPINS 



Pearlite Dock   Lone Pine NGRR    Road  

Standard Oil                  Station & Dock   Team  Feather Rock 
Ore Loading 
Ramp 

Bulk     Sack  
Dock    Dock 

Lone Pine, CA from SPINS 



To Eureka 

To San 
Francisco Petaluma, CA from SPINS 

US Cold Storage 

Team & Freight House 

Team 
and 
House 
Track 

Petaluma Ready-Mix Concrete Co. 

Ben C. Gerwick and 
Santa Fe Pomeroy 



North Modesto ca. 1950 based on 
Sanborn Insurance Company maps 

Lyng Feed 
and Grain 

Pepsi-Cola Bottling 
Borden Western Co. 
Condensed Milk Plant #1 

Van & Storage 

Lumber, Building 
Materials, Fruit & 
Veg. Packing, etc. 

Oil Distributor 

To San Francisco 



  SP Depot SP Freight J. S. West & Co. 
Feed and Fuel 

Modesto 
Lumber Co. 

Steel Water Tank 

South Modesto ca. 1950 
per Sanborn Insurance Co. 

Fire Ruins To 
LA 

 I 
 S

tr
ee

t 



15” 

18” 

5” 

10” (or 5”) 

Dimensional Standards 

Cables with ¼” Phone Plugs and Jacks 
connect the power bus from section 
to section 



Inspiration and Information 

• Lance Mindheim, www.shelflayouts.com 
• Ian Wilson, www.canadianbranchline.com 
• Railway Modeller: monthly magazine from UK 
• The Dispatcher’s Office, OPSIG, www.opsig.org 
• Layout Design Journal, LDSIG, www.ldsig.org 
• Frank Ellison, Frank Ellison on Model Railroads 
• David Popp, Building a Model Railroad Step by 

Step, 2nd edition, Kalmbach Publishing, 2011 
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